The world over, hospitals are including safety of patients as a measure of surgical care and a requirement for accreditation. Operating rooms have come under the hammer of the World Health Organization (WHO) in a global attempt to reduce error. The WHO surgical safety checklist generic document aims to ensure that the correct patient is being operated upon, that the checklist prevents wrong site surgery, and focuses on appropriate and timely antibiotic prophylaxis -the omission of which creates a huge impact on healthcare economics and spread of hospital acquired infection. Secondary beneficial effects of operating room safety checks are thought to be, harnessing a team approach among operating room staff and to ensure that equipment is in good working order. The WHO recommends modifications to the checklist to suit local conditions which may vary widely within the country and from one operating room to the other.
